FOR YOUR DOG _

[ Our dogs often get short shrift when it comes to

he'd perform if he was safe, well-nourished, warm,
dry, and rested. = =

- [_1Bring a high-fat, low-volume supplement for quick

' in-field energy. Dogs process fat like. we do simple
carbohydrates. A burst of energy is best fueled by corn
oil (not corn syrup), butter, hamburger, or a commercial
concoction containing similar ingredients. A full gut not

_ only impedes performance; it brings some risk of bloat

and stomach twist. Carry something that delivers a lot

of fat calories and little bulk. | like a tube of “Nutri-Cal*.

from the Drs. Foster & Smith catalog.

B | akes give dogs-a change of scenery and @

_chance to safely stretch their legs at lunch stops or

~_final destinations. Put clips at both ends of the chain

50 you can attach to a truck bumper or fence postif = & CAMP
you can't drive a stake in the ground. A

olding lawn chairs make

rough it smoothly. F

] You may as well comfortable, Ditto for a small folding table.

[ Abig envelope contains a "Lost Dog" kit including records campfires more ¢ tent floot adds fen degrees of
~ of his microchip number, photo, license number and A vapor barrier under you rure from seeping into your aging
) ; flyers to post in the area with your cell phone number warmth by preventing mois ummets to 12 below

pones—handy when the temperature p!

prominent (add a home or local number where cell
on the Nevada desert.

service is spotty). A dedicated dog towel or chamois

- (real or synthetic) keeps your truck a bit cleaner and ned birds, choke

e : acks, clea
/%= yourhunting partner warmer. Stow an extra collar with - [ Zip-style plastic bagi dhOL?a(\j/St?ei?ieS you found along that
| ke o igesen, thoSﬁ L\gle w:\ite—gas lanterns? Tape extra mantles

e < grouse ridge. St e
11 You bring one for yourself, so why not carry a little to the bottom of the fuel tank.

“survival kit?" Distilled water in a squirt bottle cleans
wounds and washes eyes; hydrogen peroxide brings

up most of the yucky stuff he swallows; antihistamine
: reduces tissue swelling in the windpipe caused by
__snakebiteand insectstings; a hemostat pulls porcupine
~ quills. EMT Gel and that hemostatic gauze could Stem
bleeding and save his life. Duct tape is the cheapest .

~ dog boot you'll find. Keep it compact or you won't put

_itin your hunting vest. : i

res a better night's sleep. If v
| vehicle, don't forget spare

cks and a water hose. (Fill
tra mile ortWo

D.Your pillow from home ensu

reationa
you hunt from a rec o

- leveling blocks, wheel cnoc!
% \:Jeg?\'ear your destination and you |lgetanex

per gallon in fuel savings)-

[0S
N

. [} Spend five minutes compiling a list of veterinarians in

"~ theareayouhunt, withemergency numbers—your dog

. would do the same for you! Your human hunting partners

-~ will be ever grateful if you brought “Nature’s Miracle,”
3 liquid skunk-odor eliminator that requires no mixing. -

! take'é favorite chew foy, retrieving bumper or ball,
+throw in some poop-scoop bags and my four-footed
hunting buddies are good to go. Now, let's get serious

- lown shoeg" der, sling, bang.
! a day ,n the = re like WeBr"n '.I 3_96,
oht out hills, and aq i 9 pillows op

i OuCh Ofpanache
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You're excited for the hunt, we know:

just remember to pack accordingly.

“D on’t leave home without it” was a popular advertising catch phrase a couple

decades ago. While originally referring to a credit card, as a bird hunter’s

maxim it still holds true. Over the years, I've forgotten shotguns, sleeping bags and
on a particularly hectic day I almost left a dog in the front yard. Starting on the long

drive following one of those debacles, and then over the years on my blog with help
from my television show’s fans (thanks, everyone!), I created what is now the “Ultimate

Upland Checklist.”

I offer a copy of this list at my
seminars, and there’s always one
participant who tells me the only
. thing not on the list is the semi-truck
required to haul all the gear, gadgets
and gewgaws on it. He’s probably

ht, but everyone (including the

languishing on the porch or your‘

beer in the fridge, this list is dedi-
cated to you. NASA doesn’t launch
a space flight without a checklist;
neither should you start a hunt
without the confidence that comes

 from knowing you have all the nec-

list has been added due to my—or
my fans’—hard-won and sometimes
brutal experience. When the nearest
town is 50 miles away and your dog
is bleeding, I hope you will see the
wisdom in this document.

A free download of the whole list
is available at www. gundogmag.com.
In the meantime, here is some of

: the ?ge"ar you might not have thought

to bring. . .but should. :

Desolate country like this
punishes the unprepared.




THE ULTIMATE UPLAND CHECKLIST

' : where on the \;éhictg' d
. _ [JStash a spare truck key some the e o
with a broken ﬁk:ln‘fl partner. Score pomts wuthégndc;:vnr;T(s}‘gz:\ ! gerishab\e .
ou know to pack a spare shotgun. Don't forget ;:1 ooer Peaful biologists by paCdl?]geld ﬂas}mghts b gt
Y h just in case birds are flushing farther A headlamp trumps hand-el o wilepuckg
er. A soft gun case or sock protects my shooter when I'm cooking and answering Motioe bl 7
er. A SO rote i

Jazy to break it down for stowage in a hard case. (pardon the pun).

Ve evi Eeén 200 miles from home

- i ests, gl

2 GPS, it's only a matter of time bv_afore O3 i you dor't carry e .radlos - yourr\ Vcou‘d o

' dger ig] youll o oy ‘1 be looking for your hunting buddy, who be on the

e Tors et Ot?lce o :t oF i ey - be'd00 o? not. For the record, everyone should be carry!

- 5 uncomfortable amount - - nextriage...or oL © ; o
wildered" for an s education certificate—even for the "ten essentials": duct tape, paracord, map a  : a%

hunting e = Mg waterproof matches and alternate fire starter.js{),
aluminum foil, water purification tabs or filter p! gs. :

whistle and multi-tool.

If yc}tffe not carrying

states require a hunter'

adults--before selling you a
you've done your homework.

ot | 12-volt adapt

ind a spot in the truck for ch_argers, dap
D El:er r?lar‘:uals forall your electronics. No explanation
ight? Add reading glasses if youre

- L Your rig wil A . o
g€t you there and back aqain i =
: : ‘ gain ifyou ire
;;fe P:gtlnetbelt, tire-sealant qunk in acan a¥1d b%?(ci: ffgirse
West generation of rechargeablé jum; o
aglove compartment. Last sea Jump-starters will fit in
even the most up-to-age GPsson, learned the hard way that

= may not h S
In its database, so pack paper mapz_ ety

£ WHY NOT BRING IT?

You may not need all of this gear,
maybe not even most of it. But when
I'm not making television shows, I

A recovery or “jerk" strap takes often hunt the darkest spot on a night-

~ ; 5 you from zero '
someone else’s truck is stuck in 4 to hero when

ditch. A come-along will <. ‘ time satellite photo of the continen-
your own bacon when it's your turn to < Ul tal ULS. It is an unforgiving lands
: osl s .S. It is an unforgiving landscape,
My credit cards (and cret i slide off the muddy road. : gng

arei - where everything scratches, bites or
dsf?ie'lr; ?Cag sec:;);grz.f?%)e - stings you, and ag false step could be

A your last. In that desolate place, you
are farther from a hospital (and a
Starbucks) than anywhere in the lower
48. I'd rather bring it and not use it
than limp, shiver or bleed while
wishing I had.

I've driven hundreds of grueling
miles to fetch forgotten wallets, vests,
ammo, and dog food. I've bought
replacements of so much gear I could
outfit my clone, complete with dog.
That’s plenty of windshield time and
wasted money...and a lousy way to
embark on a hunting trip that is sup-
posed to be fun.

So download the list, customize it
to meet your needs, and the next
time we pass on the highway, we’ll
both' be headed toward a birdy covert
rather than home again to grab those
gosh-darned tent poles. %

thout having to use them as win
I one under your driver's seat

For a complete upland checklist, go to

gundogmayg.com/ ultimate-upland-check-
list




